[Prognostic and survival factors among pediatric patients with ependymomas].
Ependymomas constitute the third most common intracranial tumors in children. Risk factors include age, location, extent of surgical excision, and radiation therapy. Recently, chromosomal imbalances have been described. Determine global survival of patients with ependymomas according to different prognostic factors. We reviewed the medical charts of every pediatric patient with ependymoma from 1996 to 2005. Genomic imbalances were determined using comparative genomic hybridization (CGH). Survival was calculated using the Kaplan and Meier method. We used the Log Rank test for each risk factor. Death risk was calculated by odds ratio (OR). We included 24 patients. Global survival was 58.04%. The presence of chromosomal imbalances, particularly in chromosome 21, significantly affected survival Being under 5 years of age, anaplastic histology, chemotherapy other than ICE (ifosfamida-carboplatin-etoposide) and partial resection increased the risk of death. Known risk factors were confirmed in our study, including chromosomal imbalances. We describe a new chromosomal imbalance in chromosome 21 among 30% of study participants.